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OER Workshop

 

How to find and use open educational resources for your teaching

Wednesday 23rd March, 2011, C64, QMC, 09:30-13:00

All School colleagues are cordially invited to a practical workshop on Open Educational
Resources (OER) in Healthcare Education. The event will describe what such resources are,
why you should use them in teaching, how you could (if you wish) publish your own, and
why this University and School are so committed to the OER movement. A significant part
of the workshop will be practical, as you'll have opportunities to find open resources which
you could integrate into your everyday teaching practice. If you'd like to attend this event,
please email Fred Riley (fred.riley@nottingham.ac.uk) to register. There is no charge for
attendance, which is open to all staff in the School. If you can't make it but would have
liked to, do please send an email also, so that we can gauge the level of interest in the
topic and perhaps re-run the workshop in another School Centre.

Agenda:

09:30 - 10:30 What is OER, and why it's important. (Steven Stapleton, Open Learning
Officer, IS Learning Team)
10:30 – 10.45 Sources of healthcare-related OER (Fred Riley, school/HELM learning
technologist)
10.45 - 10.55 Using OER in your teaching - introduction to practical task (Richard
Windle/Heather Wharrad, School HELM team)
10.55-11.25   PRACTICAL (Part 1):  Resource discovery (facilitators: Bob Hallewell
(e-mentor) Fred, Heather, Richard,Steve)
11.25-11.40   Coffee
11.40-12.20   PRACTICAL (Part 2): Hands-on --designing a learning task with OER
(Richard, Heather, Bob, Fred, Steve)
12.20-12.40   FEEDBACK/DISCUSSION - examples from groups (Richard, Heather)
12.40-13.00   How to share content as OER  (Bob and Steve)

The university is running OER workshops on the main Park campus, and this will be a
variant on those, aimed specifically at open resources in healthcare.

Below is some optional background information on Open Educational Resources for those
to whom the term is new.  

 What is OER?

One definition of Open Educational Resources is:

 "OER are teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the public domain or
have been released under an intellectual property license that permits their free use or
re-purposing by others. Open educational resources include full courses, course materials,
modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, materials, or
techniques used to support access to knowledge." (William and Flora Hewlett Foundation,



A Review of the Open Educational Resources (OER) Movement: Achievements, Challenges,
and New Opportunities, 2007)

The emphasis is on two important aspects:

digital and online: this enables resources to be shared and aggregated automatically
by computers, and to be used and downloaded by anyone on the WWW
open licensing: this allows materials to be shared and reused without charge

A pioneering example of OER in the UK is the Open University's OpenLearn site.

University commitment to OER

The University is fully committed to the use and production of Open Educational
Resources, from the Vice-Chancellor downwards (see his a YouTube video on OER which
outlines some of the university's rationales), and  OER is an explicit part of its 5-year
strategy (PDF). This School follows this commitment.

OER Primer

A basic 'primer' on OER has been set up which can be used for 'pre-reading', if so desired,
and will incorporate workshop outcomes for future reference.
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